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2021-2022 Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services 
 

 Section 1: Introduction 
 

The purpose of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) III Fund is to help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of schools and address the 
impacts of COVID-19 on the nation’s students by addressing students’ academic, social, emotional, and 
mental health needs. This plan describes how Buckingham County Public Schools will maintain the 
health and safety of students, educators, and other school and division staff during and following the 
return to full in-person instruction. Questions about this plan should be directed to Emily Hogge, Director 
of Student Services, at 434-969-6100 or via email at ehogge@bcpschools.org. 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools has worked closely with Piedmont Health District and followed and 
will continue to follow the mitigation strategies and guidelines issued by Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), which can be found at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html. This plan 
remains fluid. Buckingham County Public Schools reserves the right to change any portion of the plan 
based on the new information received from the CDC, VDH, VDOE, or the Governor of Virginia. 

 
 Section 2: Maintaining Health and Safety 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools (BCPS) has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure the 
health and safety of students, educators, and other school and division staff during and following the 
return to full in-person instruction. A description of actions already taken and additional actions planned 
is below. 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools is committed to maintaining a healthy and safe environment 
for all students, educators, and other school and division staff. BCPS will continue to require daily 
health screenings of all students and staff. Staff will complete the screening form each day prior to 
reporting to work. Employees and students who have not been vaccinated and who answer yes to 
any questions on the screening form are to remain at home and contact their supervisor for further 
guidance. Employees and students who have not been vaccinated who begin experiencing 
symptoms of coronavirus, while at work will be sent home immediately and will not be able to 
return to work until symptoms have improved or consultation with a healthcare provider confirms 
the ability to return to work safely.  
 
Those students who have tested positive for COVID 19 will be required to isolate at home for days 0-5. 
These students will be permitted to return to school contingent upon the individual consistently and correctly 
wearing a mask through day 10, improved symptoms, and 24 hours fever free without fever reducing 
medication. Those who cannot consistently or correctly wear a mask for any reason will be required to stay 
at home for the full ten days following a positive test result. The same will apply to those individuals 
identified as having a close contact exposure. Per guidance from the Virginia Department of Health, 
Buckingham County Public Schools is no longer contact tracing every positive case, but instead notifying 
parents when there has been a positive case in their child’s class, activity, or bus, so parents can closely 
monitor any possible symptoms. When there has been an identified outbreak in a class, activity, or bus, 
students may be required to quarantine; however, parents will have the option for their child to participate in 
the Test to Stay program to prevent close contact quarantine.  
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In addition, Buckingham County Public Schools has adopted procedures on each of the following safety 
recommendations established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

 
●  Optional correct wearing of masks: Buckingham County Public Schools recognizes the use of 

wearing a face mask is one way to mitigate the spread of COVID or other airborne 
diseases. Parents will have the option to request their child wear a mask while at school. Parents 
requesting their child wear a mask should understand it is the responsibility of the child to wear 
the mask and not teacher or staff to ensure it is worn. Per federal mandate, Masks are required on 
school buses and when transporting students in cars and/or vans. Preschool students will not be 
allowed to wear masks during naps. 

● Modifying facilities to allow for physical distancing: Three feet social distancing will be 
required when possible inside all BCPS facilities. Buckingham County Public Schools will open 
cafeterias using limited capacity schedules to maintain at least 3-foot social distance between all 
students and staff while eating or drinking. Tables and chairs will be disinfected between each 
meal shift. 

● Handwashing and respiratory etiquette: Proper hand washing and using sanitizer will be 
required. Students and staff will utilize proper handwashing, following the CDC guidelines of 
washing with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds and using alcohol based hand sanitizer 
throughout the day, especially when entering the building, before lunch, after lunch, before recess, 
after recess, after using the restroom, and other times when it may be necessary. 

● Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation: All BCPS 
facilities will be deep cleaned and sanitized weekly. High traffic areas including but not limited to 
bathrooms will be cleaned multiple times per day and cafeteria and classrooms will be cleaned at 
least daily. Teachers will be encouraged to limit the sharing of student materials when possible. 
Shared items that go into students’ homes (i.e. library books) will be disinfected and given a wait 
period (at least 24 hours) before sharing with another student. 

● Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State, 
local, territorial, or Tribal health departments: Notices will be sent to all employees and 
families when there has been a confirmed outbreak of COVID19 case in any class, activity, or bus. 
Those who need to be quarantined will be notified. Buckingham County Public Schools will 
continue to work closely with Piedmont Health District and will continue to follow the mitigation 
strategies and guidelines issued by Virginia Department of Health and Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). 

● BCPS Transportation: Student pick up and drop off will only be at the student’s residence and/or 
childcare. Families can have up to two locations on file with the transportation department. This 
determined location(s) will need to be established with the transportation department prior to 
expecting pick up and drop off. 

● Student lockers Each building administrator will develop building specific plans to use lockers 
when necessary. 

● Students with Disabilities: Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with 
respect to health and safety procedures will be addressed on an individualized basis. 
 

 



 
 
 Section 3: Continuity of Services 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure continuity of 
services, including but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs and students’ and staff 
social, emotional, mental health, and other needs. 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools will operate on a five day a week school schedule for any student 
who wants in person instruction, and Buckingham County Public Schools will partner with Virtual 
Virginia for any student who wants a virtual learning option for the 2021-2022 School Year. 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools will offer in person after-school remediation services for students in 
Grades K-12 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools will provide division-wide professional development to all 
instructional staff regarding Social & Emotional Learning (SEL). Teachers and instructional staff will 
incorporate SEL strategies in lessons and student interactions as needed. BCPS will continue to partner 
with South Central Counseling Group to provide counseling services as needed to students and staff. 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools will continue to provide a nurse at each school. Nurses will oversee 
isolation areas and assist administrators when responding to potential cases of exposure. 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools will open cafeterias using limited capacity schedules to maintain 
at least 3-foot social distancing between all students and staff while eating or drinking. Tables and 
chairs will be disinfected between each meal shift. 

 
Athletics will follow the guidelines established by Virginia High School League and 
recommendations by the Piedmont Health District. 



Extracurricular and after school activities will follow all mitigation strategies and procedures that are 
required during the regular school day. Classes and activities with an elevated risk of getting or 
spreading COVID-19 (such as activities that involve singing, shouting, band, and exercise that could lead 
to increased exhalation) are encouraged to conduct activities outdoors, when possible. 

 
Visitors will be limited as much as possible. Appointments will be required, and visitors will need to 
be screened/temperature checked and be required to wear a mask. 

 
Use of facilities requests will be considered on a case by case basis, when there is no undue burden to 
BCPS. Any groups using any BCPS facilities will be required to adhere to all mitigation strategies 
and procedures utilized by BCPS during the regular school day. 

 
 Section 4: Opportunity for Public Comment 

 
In developing the ARP ESSER Plan, Buckingham County Public Schools sought public input and took 
such input into account as described below. 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools posted the plan on the website and included it on the School Board 
agenda for public comment at its June 9, 2021 and reviewed at its November 10, 2021 and February 23, 
2022 meetings. 

 
 Section 5: Periodic Review and Revision of Plan 

 
During the period of the ARP ESSER award (until September 2023), Buckingham County Public 
Schools will periodically review and, as needed, revise its plan for the safe return to in-person 
instruction and continuity of services. The plan will be reviewed at least every six months, and 
Buckingham County Public Schools will seek and take into account public input during the review 
process. Plan revisions will address updated CDC guidance on safely reopening schools, if any are 
issued. 

 
Section 6: Making the Plan Available to the Public 

 
Buckingham County Public Schools has taken the following steps to make this plan available to the 
public: 

● The plan is posted at https://www.bcpschools.org/ 
 

● The plan is available in English and Spanish 
 

● The plan may be orally translated for parents. Contact Mrs. Emily Hogge, Director of Student 
Services, at 434-969-6100 or via email at ehogge@bcpschools.org to request translation; and 

 
● Upon request, a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA may be 

provided with the plan in an alternative format accessible by contacting Mrs. Emily Hogge, 
Director of Student Services, at 434-969-6100 or via email at ehogge@bcpschools.org. 

http://www.bcpschools.org/
mailto:ehogge@bcpschools.org
mailto:ehogge@bcpschools.org

	15595 West James Anderson Highway Buckingham, VA 23921
	Section 1: Introduction
	Section 2: Maintaining Health and Safety
	Section 3: Continuity of Services
	Visitors will be limited as much as possible. Appointments will be required, and visitors will need to be screened/temperature checked and be required to wear a mask.
	Section 4: Opportunity for Public Comment
	Section 5: Periodic Review and Revision of Plan



